The synthesis of 2'-O-methylcytidylyl (3'-5')cytidine by the triester method using as protecting groups, 2,2,2 -trichloroethyl for phosphate hydroxyl group, pchlorophenoxyacetyl for 5-hydroxyl group, methoxymethylidene for 2',3'-cis-diol system, and benzoyl for the exo-amino group of cytidine is presented. The obtained product was characterised by UV, electrophoresis, chromatography and an enzymatic digestion.
We should like to point out that in our preparation 70% of the yield was obtained by crystallisation directly from the reaction mixture without laborious chromatography*. was obtained after short column chromatography in 72% yield. The 5'-protecting group of (XI) may be selectively eliminated [11] and the obtained partially blocked dtnucleosidemonophosphate was used for the synthesis of longer ollgonucleotldes. The dirlbonucleoslde monophosphate (XI) was then fully deblocked. The phosphotrlester protecting group was removed with a Zn-Cu couple in DMF [5] , the alkali labile protecting groups benzoyl and p-chlorophenoxyacetyl were removed with halfsaturated methanolic ammonia [5, 6} and the methoxymethylidene group was removed using 0-01N hydrochloric acid followed by ammonia [7] . The product was obtained in 25% yield after a purification by paper-chromatography, and was characterised by UV, electrophoresis, paper-and thin-layer-chromatography in On the basis of above results, it can be stated that the chosen protecting groups had accomplished their task well.
EXPERIMENTAL
Pyridlne was dried over CaH2 and freshly distilled. TPS (2,4,6-trlisopropylbenzenesulphonyl chloride) was obtained according to [12] . The condensation reactions with TPS were carried out in darkness. Melting points are uncorrected. UV spectra were recorded with a Unicam SP 700 A spectrophotometer, IR spectra were measured wfth a Unicam SP 200 G specfcrophotometer.
NMR spectra 80 MHz were determined on a Tesla 8S 487 A spec^rcmeter using HMDSO and t-butanol as internal references for non-aqueous arid deuteriurc.
oxide solutions respectively. The results of UV data and an elemental analysis of obtained compounds are listed lr_ Tah!e 1. The rss,i!*s of papercud thin -layer -chromatography are shown in Table 2 . 
